didn't see why the lead was so long. If the clock withdrew the
Insulators from the trembler, how could the lead be long? If
it was longer than the distance from the clock to the trembler
It wouldn't withdraw. But in fact it had withdrawn, because
apparently the trembler was set.

I couldn't really see the thing clearly enough, and after a
bit I gave it up and sat and watched the gulls. I remembered
that they were supposed to be the souls of dead sailors. It was
very quiet and peaceful, which felt odd, because I hadn't felt
like that for days.

We had a sore of picnic meal at about eight o'clock. I hadn't
had any food all day, but I wasn't really hungry. Strang told
me he had sent for some clamps, though he didn't know if
they'd do. Afterwards Strang said5 "Do you play chess?"

I said, " Yes, Rather badly."

He said, " Then what about a game? I've got a pocket set.
We might have gone up to the pub but it's rather a hell of a
way."

We played three games, He was keen, but not very good
and you only had to wait for him to beat himself. About tea
we packed up and went to bed. I was very sleepy, and though
it was a camp bed with just blankets and no sheets I went to
sleep almost at once.

15
IWOKB- UP at about five o'clock. It was still dark and I lay for
a long time listening to the gulls and the wash of the sea on
the beach. There was more wind than there had been the
night before. At six one of Strang's people brought me some
tea and said that breakfast would be in half an hour.
I got up and dressed. I was very cold and rather depressed,
but not at all excited ox scared. Over in the other bungalow,
Strang and Pearson were already having breakfast with two
other officers who were in charge of the cordon down on the
beach. I didn't usually eat breakfast, but I thought that if I
didn't have any they would think I was nervous, so 1 ate some
fried bread and bacon.
Strang said, " I've got some clamps. I don't know if they'll
do. They're rather big heavy things, but they'll be firmer than
lab. clamps. Now what else do you want?"
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